
PHOTOGRAPHY A-LEVEL
EXAM BOARD: Edexcel

COURSE DESCRIPTION:
Candidates are required to demonstrate command of the 
production of still images and/or moving images through the 
lens-based approach. Candidates are expected to use a range of 
methods, techniques and processes such as: digital technology to 
manipulate and print photographic images; use of camera settings, 
lenses and lights to achieve specific photographic results; physical 
manipulation of printed images; and chemical processes such as 
cyanotype printing.

Candidates will also develop their knowledge of the medium by 
analysing the technical and aesthetic aspects of work by established 
practitioners of photography within a broader historical context.

COURSE CONTENT:
The course starts with a 3 month foundation studies programme 
designed to give students the perfect transition from GCSE to 
A-Level. Students learn about camera settings and studio lighting, 
analyse work by established photographers, how to recreate famous 
photographs, and how to develop more personal responses to what 
they learn. Alongside this they develop a short essay placing an 
aspect of portrait photography within a wider historical context. 

In the first year students develop a practical portfolio based 
on a topic of their choosing. Through this portfolio they will 
research, analyse and recreate the work of at least four different 
photographers whose work related to their chosen theme. 
Alongside this students start researching and drafting the Related 
Study – an essay of 1000 – 3000 words that is loosely linked to the 
topic being explored in their practical portfolio. 

In the first half of the second year students continue to work 
on their practical portfolio though now further exploring and 
synthesising the various styles and techniques learned in the first 
year in order to create a series of personal outcomes. Alongside this 
students complete their related study. 

In the second half of the second year students select an externally 
set question for their practical exam. They then have a minimum of 
three months (though usually closer to two months) to research and 
develop their practical project before completing a series of final 
outcomes under exam conditions. 

ASSESSMENT:
The course is assessed through two mandatory units.

In the first, candidates submit one major project containing practical 
work about a theme that has a personal significance. The project 
must include a related separate written study of between 3000 and 
5000 words (60% of the A-Level).

The second unit is a Controlled Assignment where candidates select 
one starting point from an early release question paper. Candidates 
are to be given a minimum of three weeks in which to plan and 
prepare. Candidates are then given 15 hours of controlled time to 
realise their ideas into a final outcome or outcomes (40% of the 
A-Level). 

FINANCIAL INFORMATION:
A contribution towards the costs of printing large or multiple images 
may be required.

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES:
Pursue interests in a range of arts areas or take further qualifications 
in Photography, Fine Art, Film or other new media. This could lead 
to careers in Advertising, Television, Film Industry, Fashion etc either 
in the creative production side or management and organisation.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS:
It is not essential that students have achieved at least a Grade 5 
at GCSE Art but they may be at a disadvantage if they have not. It 
must also be recognised that there is a significant amount of written 
analysis and a written project of 3000–5000 words to be completed 
in the second year of the course. A minimum of a Grade 5 at GCSE 
English is also highly recommended.


