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Course overview [from the Specificatior]

Overview:

Your coursework is worth 20% of your A Level History giadeinternally marked by two
members of staff, then externally moderated by Edexcel.

The purpose of this coursework is to enable students to develop skills in the analysis and
evaluation of interpretations of history in a chosen question, problem or issue as part of an
independently researched assignment.

The focus is on understanding the nature and purpose of the work of the historian. Students
will be required to form a critical view based on relevant reading on the question, problem
or issue.

The final assignment should analyse, explain and evaluate the interpretations in the three
chosen works and reach an overall judgement on the view, making use of supplementary
reading.

This meansqu are required toinvestigate a historical problemquestion or issugo form a
critical view based on relevant reading on the topic. As paybaf researchyouare
specifically required to analyse, explain and evaluate the interpretatiotisreé historians
on the topic.

In the process of producing the coursewpyou will:

1 recognise that the interpretations are representations and constructions op#se.
recognise how the interpretations relate to the question tlyatu seek to answer.
analyse and comprehend the defining elements of particintarpretations.
explain why historians arrive at their interpretations.
be able to evaluate differing interpretations against appropriate and relevant
criteria.

1 understand that differences in interpretation can be legitimate.

1
il
1
1

As a result of the research, studemaist produce awritten assignment with a
recommended word count of between 3,000 and 4,000 words. The assignment should
include a bibliography as well as any references for quotations and citations.

The courseworks assessed using a centset assignment. Assignments must meet the
requirements detailed below. An assignment framework is provided to support the
development of individual assignments.
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Content

Learning objectivesStudents will:

1 recognise that interpretations are representations and constructions oftst.

1 recognise the relationships between interpretations and the questions that they seek to
ask andanswer.

comprehend and analyse the defining elements of particuntarpretations.

explain why historians arrive at the interpretations they do and understand that
differences in interpretation can blegitimate.

1 be able to evaluate differing interpretations against appropriate and relegatsria.

{ organise and communicate their findings.

1
1

Your teacher will provide informatiohat covers the work of historians in creating
interpretations and approaches to the analysis and evaluation of historical interpretations,
for example to develop understanding of:

1 the range of methods used by historians in theork.

1 the diverse range of focuses and purposes that historfen.

1 the different perspectives of historians.

The course should also hgJputo develop enquiry skills, for example:
1 effective record keeping aneferencing.
1 planning skills
1 effective use of a library and the internet.

Assignment topiand question

,2dzNJ O2dzNASG2NJ ljdzSadAazy Aa y20 aLISOAFTASR o8
O2YLX SE IyR AyiSNBalday3d Sy2dzaAK G2 KIFI@S 3Sy SN\

The coursework may cover a new topic area question, problem or issue, dependent on your
interests and provided there is a range of suitable interpretations available. Any historical
LISNA2R 2F &aiddzRé OFy 0SS | LILINE LINArkgii®ments 2 OA RA Y
being sufficiently complex and interesting enough to have generated disagreement between

KA & G 2 & thaf thete arésufficient published resources available for students to

exercise individual judgement

The question, problem or issue could concern any of the following perspectives: aesthetic,
cultural, economic, ethnic, political, religious, scientific, social or technological, and could
include debates on change, continuity, causation, consequenceasigidifference,
significance or the key features of societies and peridtie. problems or issues debated by
historians are varied and this will be reflected in the question formulation. Some examples
are given below. Historians have disagreed about:

w ¢KS O02yaSljdsSyoSa 27F X

w ¢CKS yIGdz2NE 2 7FX

w ¢KS SEGSYyG 2F OKIFy3aS Ay X
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w2 6KAOK X AYLINROYOSR X

wl 26 FIFEN X addzOOSSRSR

wl2 FINI X gla NBalLRyairoftS T2N X

w2KSGKSNI X OFy 6S 4SSy Ia F Gdz2NyAYy3a LRAYG A

Common /weliNBS & 2 dzZNO S R |j dz&liatdriang yade disagréet dabug > W

The extent of change brought about by Norman conquest

The impact of the Black Death on society in Ergjlan

The nature of the witch craze

The character of the English Reformation

How far Oliver Cromwell was responsible for the failings of the Protectorate
How far Catherine the Great can be seen as an Enlightened Despot
Whether the 1832 Parliamentary Reform Act is aptly termed 'Great'

The defeat of the South in the Americ@ivil War

The impact of suffragette militancy on the cause of women's suffrage
Thecauses othe First World War

The causes of the Russian Revolution[s] [February or October]

The extent to which Stalin destroyed Lenin's legacy

¢tKS OFdzaSa 2F 1 AGESNRa NRaS G2 LIRoSNI
The nature of Hitler's dictatorship

Theconsequences of Neville Chamberlain's policy of appeasement
Theorigins of the Cold War

Thereasons for the ending of the Cold War

gegegeegeeceeeceeeeeceeec

DY F2NIdzy F0SEes Yrye WLIRLz N KAAG2NREQ G2LA0A
aK20d WCYQ R2 y20 KIFI@S (KS ySOSaalNE Nry3aS 27
historiansto meet the requirements of the courseworknor do they lend themselves to

answers where the student can produce a critical judgement of the topic.

Courseworlcancover interpretations of a question, problem or issue related to content
covered in Paper 1, 2 or 3 [e.g. a question on the Cold War would be allowed even though
there is some crossver with Paper 1]JHowever, the coursework task must not duplicate
coverage of the historical interpretations section studied for Paper 1 [Paper 1 Unit 5
Reagan] Your teacher and Edexcel moderators will check this.

You shouldherefore select a topic from the Edexcebursework questiondooklet. These

are wellknown historical debates that will alloyou to meet the assessment criteria

because there are a suitable range of interpretations availafe. must select your topic

and resource$including three chosen work&jom the booklet independently, and these

will be checked by the teacher [and Edexcel coursework advisory seStadgnts can

choose the same topi@guestions but the research and written essay must h@ur own

work [Al and plagiarism checks are conducted both internally and by Edexcel]. Some schools
choose a single topic and question for all of their studemtsdvanceat KLS, we allow you

to select from preapproved topicdo ensure successvhilst giving yowchoiceand therefore
ownership of your coursework topic
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You can of course deviate from the exact question title given in the booklet, and we would
encourage you to do sorou could change the factor in the question, for example.

We would advise against choosing your owopic [outside of thebooklet] unless you are

able to fully justify this in your coursework proporal form [and the Edexcel advisory service
approves] It might be that you have had a long term interest in a particular topic and you
would need to prove that you have sufficient knowledge of the historical debate in order for
this to be approved. However, it is important that you are aware tiatosing a less well
known debateoften means that there are fewer resourcasd interpretations available to

you, andthey are harder to access pdily / for free]. Itcanalso make it harder for you to
access the higher marks in the mark schemehe past, students who have chosen more
obscure individual topics have done less well than those who selected their topic from the
Edexcel coursework questions booklet.

There is no minimum or maximum length of tigperiod for the coursework. The

appropriate length will depend on the topic chosen, which could be a single key event or a
period of decades or longelt. should have sufficient scope to allow you to engage with the
chosen topic, whilst overly long time periods can make it harder for you to focus on the
topic.

Assignment question

Your assignment question MUSdllow the template below(replace the words in the
square brackets with the chosen question, problem or isSjen you submit your final
coursework this wording must be displayed on the front page.

Historians have disagreed about [the chosen question, problem
or issue].

What is your view about [the chosen question, problem or issue]?
With reference to three chosen works:

« analyse the ways in which interpretations of the question,
problem or issue differ

« explain the differences you have identified

« evaluate the arguments, indicating which you found most
persuasive and explaining your judgements.

Students may choose to divide their assignment into sections or
complete it as a continuous essay, and should make use of
supplementary reading as appropriate.

Assignment taking: research
Choosingg 2 dzNJ Wi K NBKSQ OK2 &Sy
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Students must refer, in their assignment,ttoee works[a chapter, book or article written
by an historian]relevant to the chosen question, problem or issue.

1 These works should mibstantialenough to support the assignment, and it is
recommended that they are of article or chapter length.

1 The works can be in hard copy, electronic or andgual format, but must be
created byhistorians(each work must be by a different historian).

1 The works may be from different time periods or may be contemporary to each
other.

1 The works should contain interpretations that together contain a range of views or
emphases. These may differ in focus, methodology and/or perspective, but must be
sufficiently different for the student to be able to make valid comparisons and
judgements.

Your teacher wiltheck that the workgou have chosewill provide sufficient evidence for
youto write a response to the questigbefore you begin the writing phaserhis is the
purpose of the coursework proposal form, which is sent to the Edexcel advisory service.

You cannotuseanywork that has beerused byyourteacher in the skilldbasedsection of
the course.This is because yare required to exercise individual judgement over the
choice of works.

CKSNBE A3 Y2NB AYyTFT2NXIOGA2Yy 0St26 |0
WA dzLILIXE SYSYGIFNRBQ 62N] A& ONARGGSY o8
credible worlswikipedia

2dzi K2g &2
I KA Aald2NR

Supplementary reading

Students must undertake supplementary readiagléasttwo further works; we would
recommend more thoughto helpyour forma view about the interpretation under
discussionThis will also help you choose whigbrks to focus on for detailed analysis and
evaluation.

Collaboration

Students must undertake their research independerifliyis also includes support from Al.

There is a declaartion form#{ 2 dzN&E S 6 2 NJ | dz{ KtGgbmplete whiefegofi a KSS G Q
must confirm that Al has not been used in the research and writing of your coursework. If

the Edexcel moderator believes there has been collaboration between students, plagiarism
orALtlS Ol YRARIGSQa O2dzZNAS¢2N)] sAff 0S dzyANI RSH
markingoftheSY G ANBE O2K2 NI Q& O2dzNESE2N] T Ay 20KSNJ ¢
g2N] oeAff ySIALGAGSte AYLIOG IyR RSflFre SOSNER?2
Feedback and the role of the teacher during the research stage

Your teacher will:

1 Check the works selected to ensure that they will enable you to complete the
assignment
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1 Exercise sufficient supervision to be satisfied that the research is being undertaken
independently and that students remain focused on the assignment.

Teachers can:

1 help students to understand rubrics and assessment criteria.

TheResource Record

While carrying ouyourresearchyou must complete a ResourcBecord[in this course
guide and here
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/History/2015/forrand-
administration/CourseworkesourcerecordNovember2020.docx

This must list all the resources usétischecked regularly by the teacher, in order to
validate the research process and verify the independence of the research undertaken.

It will provide evidence to suppott K S Y ljudderSexiE &bout the quality of the work
and provide evidence for moderators that students have exercised choice of which
resources to use.

&
)¢

Ly (G4KS wO2YYSyiaQ O2 fydaghbuldpiovidée &vBlente®fingozNOS N
have selectegourthree chosen works, including a short summary of the main differences
between them.

It isreally important that the Resource Record is completed throughpahd not rushed at
the end or submitted in a different format. You must use the Edexcel proforma above
This is sthat your final coursework submissi@mows the process of your research over
time. Without this, the Edexcel moderator cannot award YBiNB & 2 rdalk®ehdhere is
no evidenceof independent researchyhich can result in 0 marks being awarded.

Please remember that your teacher is subject to the sd@€rules as you if you do not
submitthe Resource Recomith your final coursework essawe cannot ask you to re
submit it and this is how it is sent to the exam board.

The Resource Record can be completed by hand or electronically. Please remember that the
final record must be printed.

Assignment writingand final submission

Students must producearitten assignment with a recommended word count of between
3,000 and 4,000 words. The assignment should include a bibliography as well as any
references for quotations and citations.

Please note what your teacher can and cannot do during the writing of your coursework:

Teachers may:


https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/History/2015/forms-and-administration/Coursework-resource-record-November-2020.docx
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/History/2015/forms-and-administration/Coursework-resource-record-November-2020.docx
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1 help students to understand rubrics, assessment criteria and controls.
Teachers must:
T NEOASE GKS addzRSyiQa FANROG O2YLIX SGS RNI T
any element of the task requirements is absent or given insufficient attention.
DdzA R yOS Ydzad NBYIFAYy WISYSNIfQ>s gKAOK A&
to use their initiative in making amendments and improvements independently.

Teachers must not:

1 give detailed feedback to individual students about how to improve work to meet
the assessment criteria. The guidance provided prior to final submission should only
enable students to take the initiative in making amendments, rather than detailing
what amendments should be made. This means that teachers cannot provide
templates and model answers.

1 mark work provisionally with a view to sharing that mark with students so that they
may then improve it.

1 return work to students to make changes after it has been marked.

What needs to be submitted by the student

1. The assignment, which must include a bibliography listing the resources used, and
distinguishing clearly between the main three works that are referred to and any
supplementary reading. They must ensure that all quotations and citations are
referenced usig an established referencing system, such as Harvard.

2. ¢KS [/ 2dNESG2N] [ dziKSyGAOlFIGAz2zy aKSSid ¢KAA
lists the examined options taken and provides an accurate word count. The Pearson
template must be used

3. The Resourc&ecord

Presentation of work

Students must present their work for tressignment on paperStudent work must be
identifiable by student name and assignmenhe work should be doublgpaced to allow
for marking comments. Page numbers are also helpful.

Word count

It is recommended that students write between 3,000 and 4,000 words for their
assignment.

Footnotes may be used. These are not included in the word count but they must not be
dza SR (2 RS@St2L) GKS aidzRSyidQa tAyS 2F | NHdzYS
Appendices may be included, containing material to which the student has made reference

in their assignment, for example extended quotations or extracts. These are not included in
the word count.

Students should be advised that if they exceed the word count, it is less likely that they will
be able to satisfy the requirement of production of a concise response.

10
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Candidate malpractice

Please remember that your teachers are submit to the same rules as you, and must report
malpractice to the exam board. This includes the use of Al.

oCandidate malpractice refers to any act by a candidate that compromises or seeks to
compromise the process assessmenipr which undermines the integrity of the
gualifications or the validity of results/certificates.

Candidate malpractice found in controlled assessments after the declaration of authenticity
has been signed, and in examinations must be reported to Pearson

Failure to report candidate malpractice constitutes staff or centre malpractice

11
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How does the coursework fit into my A Level

The coursework is worth 20% of your A Level History grade

A level: Paper 1, Paper 2, Paper 3, Coursework

AS: Paper 1 and Paper 2

examination

examination examination

Paper 1 Paper 2 Paper 3 Coursework

30% A level 20% A level 30% A level 20% A level

60% AS 40% AS

External External External Internal assessment

Breadth study with
interpretations

Themes in breadth
with aspects in
depth

Depth study

Independently
researched enquiry

Assessment

Objectives 1 and 3

Assessment
Objectives 1 and 2

Assessment
Objectives 1 and 2

Assessment
Objectives 1 and 3

Assessment Objectives and weightings

Your coursework assesses AlB%]and AOJ15%}

% in
Students must: GCE
AO01 Demonstrate, organise and communicate knowledge and
understanding to analyse and evaluate the key features
related to the periods studied, making substantiated 55
judgements and exploring concepts, as relevant, of cause,
consequence, change, continuity, similarity, difference and
significance
AO2 Analyse and evaluate appropriate source material, primary
and/or contemporary to the period, within its historical 20
context
AO3 Analyse and evaluate, in relation to the historical context,
different ways in which aspects of the past have been 25
interpreted
Total 100%

Breakdown of Assessment Objectives

Assessment Objectives

Total for all

Assessment
Paper/component Objectives
!}aper 1: B.readth study with 20% B 10% 30%
interpretations
Paper 2: Depth study 10% 10% - 20%
Paper 3:_ Themes in breadth with 20% 10% _ 30%
aspects in depth
Coursework 5% - 15% 20%
Total for this qualification 55% 20% 25% 100%

12
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What is expected of me?

1. Anorganised foldemwith clearly marked sections.
Your folder will be routinely checkegsing the checklist at the front of this course guide.

2. Be fullypreparedfor and actively participatein lessons

1 Preparation- If you are asked to prepare a task for a lesson you must complete it and
arrive at the lesson with your completed work. You must always arrive at your lesson
with your folder, reading record or any other preparation work you have asked to bring.
It is rot acceptable to arrive at a history lesson without the work you have prepared in
advance. If you arrive without the prepared work you will not be able to participate in
the lesson and will therefore be asked to leave the lesson to complete the preparatory
work.

1 100% attendancelf there is a valid reason why you cannot attend (e.g. ahmeked
medical appointment or a sports fixture) it is your responsibility to inform your teacher.
They will then expect you to complete the work missed in school time on one of your
free periodslt is not acceptable to book driving lessons or tests in lesson time.

1 Active involvement in lessonsYou must play an active and focused role in all lessons.
The more you engage in discussion and activities, the more you will get out of the
lesson.

3. Independentresearch and choosingf interpretations
Students are expected to carry out research and reading about their coursework topic.
Beyond the initialessonscovering theskills needed to carry out effective research and
analysis of historical interpretations, studemtsistwork independentlyAs per the
specification, yoware crequired to exercise individual judgement over the choice of works
which they will use to address the coursework tdpithis means thatlthoughwe can
provide a collection of works from whiglou canchoose]i.e. the booklet] you are
individually responsible for selecting and analysing the selected three.

4. Doing further supplementary reading
As well as selecting three main works which will be analysed in the process of writing the
coursework, students must also undertake supplementary reading. This is necessary to
assist inyour evaluation of the main works and in forming of a view about the interpretation
under discussion and their choosing of works to focus on for detailed analysis and
evaluation.

5. Keeping a resource record
While carrying ouyourresearch, students must complete a ResouReeord[see above
and the proforma in this course guiddlhiscan be found in Appendix 5 of the Specification
and on the Edexcel website [and on Teams]

This must list all the resourcesed and be checked regularly by the teacher. This will allow

the teacher tovalidate the research process and verify the independence of the research
undertaken.

13
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The Resource record will also provide evidence to supparkerjudgements about the
guality of thework and provide evidence for moderators that students have exercised
choice of which resources tese.

Ly GKS wOo2YYSyitaQ O2fdzvYy 2F GKS NBaz2dz2NDOS
they have selected their three chosen works, including a short summary of the main
differences betweerthem.

6. Structuring the response
Students are required to present their own view and to analyse and evaluate three main
relevant worksWhilst thereis no required structure for the assignmeggur teacher will
give you structure guidance. Yauay find it helpful to complete the assignment in two
sections, devoting the first part to thessayto their view and the second part to the
analysis, explanation and evaluation of the diffennigrpretations in their three chosen
works. Alternatively, students may prefer to divide the essay fiotw sections, with one for
the presentation of their view and the following three sections for eacthefthree bullet
points in the question.
In reaching a judgement on the view, students must refer to their three chosen works and
should makeause of supplementary reading. Their own judgement should essentially be a
consideration of which ahe views they find most convincing and why. If the assignment is
divided into sections, it would seeappropriate for approximately onthird of the words
used be devoted to the first section on tpeesentation of their viewThe exemplar
answersbelow includeexamples of how assignments haween structured

7. The first draft and final submission
Students submit a first complete draft to the teacher. This is reviewed by the teacher.
General guidance may be given to the student to indicate if any element of the task
requirements (i.e. to analyse, explain and evaluate the interpretations in the ttiresen
works and to reach an overall judgement on the view, making use of supplementary
reading) is absent or given insufficient attention. The guidara®ot givedetailed
individual feedback, nazanit detail what amendments should be made, rathewitl be
sufficient to enable students to take the initiative in making amendments. The feedback
cannotgive a provisional mark. Once the work is submitb@dthe final deadline datet
cannot be returned to students for further amendments.

8. Submitting the final assignment

The final submission should include the following:

1 The assignmentwhich must include a bibliography listing the resources used. The
bibliography should distinguish clearly between the main three works that are referred
to and any supplementary reading. All quotations and citations in the assignment must
be referenced ugsg an established referencing system, such as Harvard; the student
should use their chosen referencing system consistently.

f The Coursework authentication sheet: KA & @SNAFASa GKS 62N
the examined options taken and provides an accurate word count. The Pearson
template must be used (see Appendix 4 of the Specificatlom Edexcel website, below
and on Teams

14
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1 TheResourceRecord(see Appendix 5 of the Specificatiaghe Edexcel website, below
and on Teams The Resource record sheet must be submitted in addition to a
bibliography because it is important in validating that students have carried out an
enquiry process and will demonstrate that they have read widely and selected works
independently. Studentshould also indicate their three selected works with an asterisk.

9. Meet deadlines
Youmust meet every deadline set by your teach@vith coursework, if you do not meet a
deadline, this means you will not get feedba¥kur teacher will always ensure you have
sufficient time to complete work set. If you are struggling to meet a deadline it is important
that you speak to your teacher in advance and work out a solution to help you complete the
work.

Please remember that the final submission deadline for coursework is absollrdine

with exam board rules, the exam centre [KLS] cannot accept late submissions [even if you
are ill] and must write to the exam board if coursework is not submitted on this date. Just
like in exams, if you are absent, we will ask for medical evielemgive to the exam board

for them to consider.

You may wish to use the table below to record your deadlines:

Deadlines Due date Method of submission
Coursework proposal form

Resource record

First draft

Second draft

Final submission [including This must be submitted on
Resource Record and Candidg paperto ensure
AuthenticationSheet] authenticity in line with

exam board rules.

15
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How IS coursework assessed?

Coursework *Paper code: 9HIO/ 04

First moderation: May/June 2017. 20% of the

+ Students carry out an independently-researched enquiry total
requiring them to analyse and evaluate historical qualification
interpretations and to organise and communicate the findings
(AO3, AD1)

« The assignment is set by the centre on a question, problem or
issue that has generated disagreement among historians.

« The assignment is marked out of 40.

The mark schemfpelow] assesses AOL1 and AO®ere are Hullet points within eaclof the 5
level, assessing

1. lIdentification of, selection from, andeployment of materialrelevant to an aspect of historical
debate[AO3]¢ i.e.Choosing and using information to evaluate the debate

2. Ability to reach and sustain averall judgementabout a matter of historical debate in its
historical context{AO3]gi.e./ 2 YLI NAy3 K2g¢ | yR SELX FAYyAyYy3
different

3. Analysis and explanaton BfA T F SNBy 0Sa A [AOH.& Evaludiing ahdj@igingA S ¢ a

KAZG2NRFYyaQ | NHdzySyiaa

4. Evaluationof, andjudgement2 y = KA & G 2 NA[AQBK i. ReallEhgzyj&igeinént on a
historical debateThis should be driven by your chosen works

5. Demonstration of understanding oélevant conceptsand organisation andommunicationof a
conciselyformulated argumenfAQl] ¢ i.e. Understanding of a debate and writing an argument
about it (concise means in the word limit)

The mark scheme is broken into 5 levdilee below Although we can confirm yowentre-assessed
mark [in May subject to exam board moderation afterwalde/e cannot confirm your grade
because these are decided by the exam board in Aulyiest.should be aiming for high marks:

Mark Level Key characteristic Mark Band

38 5 Sustainecanalysis, High level 5: 3840 marks
explanation and Secure Level 5 in many/all areas.

35 5 z‘r’;l:::ggtnsc’f Mid-level 5: 3537 marks

Some areas of Level 5 but not across all aspects OR is not concise

High level 4: 3632 marks

31 4 Analyses, explairend | Secure Level 4 in many/all areas.
evaluates _
27 4 interpretations Mid-level 4: 229 marks
Some areas of Level 4 but not across all aspects OR is not concise
High level 3: 2224 marks
23 3 S Level 3i fall
Explainsanalysis and ecure Level 3 in many/all areas
19 3 attempts evaluation Mid-level 3: 1221 marks

Some areas of Level 3 but not across all aspects OR is not concise
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Edexcel GCE History (9HI0) Unit 4: Coursevedskudent Friendly Mark Scheme

Level Mark Band Mark within Choosing and Reaching a Comparing how Evaluating Understanding of
Key level using judgement on a and explaining and judging a debate and
characteristic information historical gK& KAaiKAaA&LUG2 N writing an

(Concise to evaluate debate views can be arguments argument about it
means in the the debate different (Concise means in
word limit) the word limit)
Low level 1: | Alimited Judgementis | Showssome Evaluates Some
1¢2 marks | rangeof assertive, with | understanding | what accurate/relevant
Some areas o] material has | little or no of the views in | information | knowledgeis used
Level 1 but | been used supporting the three isincludedin | but it lacks range
not across all| and evidence sourceshy the three and depth and
aspects AND| referenced selecting some | sources does not directly
is not concise Contextual/own | material which | rather than | relate to the
1c8 Mid-level 1: | Information knowledge is relates to the their debate
3¢5 marks | from the not linkedto question argument
1 Selects Some areas o| sources are | discussion ' . Thg answer has
material Level 1 but | used j[O S'lmgle,surf'ace Evaluatlon limited structure,
not across all| describe differencesin aregeneric (a2 AU Aay
aspects OR i views but not the information | and/ or precisebut it is
not concise | to answer the in the sources | based on concise (in the
High level 1: | issues in the are stated assumptions | word limit)
6¢8 marks | guestion
Secure Level ]
in many/all
areas
Low level 2: | Arange Ajudgement is | Attempts to Evaluation of| Mostly
9¢10 marks | relevant madebut with analysethe the overall accurate/relevant
Some areas o] materialhas | limited views in three | argumentsin | knowledge is used
Level 2 but | been used supporting sources by the three but it lacks range
not across all| and evidenceand is | describing and | sources and depth andchas
aspects AND| referenced made about the| comparing the implied/not clear
is not concise topic (not on pointsthey Judgement | links to the ideas
Mid-level 2: | Information issues of make which are| on the in the debate
9¢16 11¢13 marks | from the interpretation) | relevant to the | sources is
Some areas 0] sources ifot debate madebut The answer is
2 Attempts Level 2 but | well selected | Contextual/own may be conciseand shows
analysis and | not across all| and is mostly | knowledge is Showsdimited basic some attempts at
explanation aspects OR id used to used to expand | understanding | implied/not | a clear structure
not concise | describe on the sources | of the reasons | clearor not butitY2 a8 i f &
views but or to note why there are | well clear, precise or
High level 2: | shows an content which | differencesin supported or | make sense as a
14¢16 marks | overall G KS& R2]{ their views explained whole
Secure Level  understanding| include
in many/all | of the issues
areas in the
guestion
Low level 3: | A range Ajudgement is | Analyses some | Attemptsare | Mostly
17¢18 marks | relevant made on the of the viewsin made to accurate/relevant
17¢24 ) . ) ;
Some areas o] material has | guestionand the three establish a | knowledge is used
Exolains Level 3 but | been used relates to the sources by criteriafor but it lacks range
EXpiain: not across all| and points of view | selecting and evaluation of | and depth anchas
analysis and ; = .

3 attemots _aspects AND referenced in the_ sources explal_nlnqsome the _ _clear I!nks to the
attempts is not concise but with limited | of their key arguments in| ideas in the debatg
evaluation - . . .

Mid-level 3: | Information supporting pointsand the three
19¢21 marks | has been evidence comparing their | sources Theanswer is
Some areas o| well selected differences conciseand shows
Level 3 but | andused to some structureso
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not across all| show Contextual/own| Explanatiorof Overall the general
aspects OR ig understanding| knowledge of some of the judgement is | argument is clear
not concise | of the overall | issuegelevant | reasonswhy made and but in places itis
High level 3: issues in to the debate there are based on unclear, not
g " | question areused and differencesin some criteria| LINSOA &S 4
22¢24 marks . .
) linked to some | their views althoughnot | make sense
Secure Level 3 oints full
in many/all RoInts Uy
discussed supported or
areas -
explained
Low level 4: | A range Evidence isvell | Analyses the Valid criteria | Wellchosen
25¢26 marks | relevant selected and viewsin the are set out knowledge is used
Some areas o] material has | used to sustain | three sources to judge to to show
Level 4 but | been used judgmenton andexplains the| the understanding of
not across all| and the question differences argumentsin | the ideas in the
aspects AND| referenced although may | between their | the three debateand to
is not concise lack balance interpretations | sources but | meet most of the
Mid-level 4: | Information on the debate maynot be demands of the
27¢29 marks | has been Contextual/own used question
25¢32 . .
Some areas o] precisely knowledge of Explains the throughout
Level 4 but | selectedand some of the reasons why The answer is
Analyses, . . TN . .
. not across all| used to show | issues isvoven | they have Final conciseandwell-
explainsand . . . . - - . — —= —
evellisies aspects OR ig understanding| into discussion | different points | judgements | structured so it is
interoretations not concise | of the issues | of aspects of of viewshowing | use the logical and clear
p : —_— == -
debated in the debate some criteria but although in a few
the question understanding | some places it may not
High level 4: of argumentsof | evaluation is | be precise or make
30¢32 marks | Many areas of the authors only partly sense
Secure Level 4 the debate supported or
in many/all | are discussed explained
areas. although
some not in
depth
Low level 5: | A range of Evidence is well Analyses the Valid criteria | Wellchosen
33¢34 marks | relevant selected and views in the are set out knowledge is used
Some areas o| material has | used tosustain | three sources and used to | to show
Level 5 but | been used awelk and the judge the understanding of
not across all| and considered differences arguments in | the ideas in the
aspects AND| referenced judgment on between their | the three debateto fully
iS not concise the question interpretations | sources meet the demands
Mid-level 5: | Information on the debate of the question
35¢37 marks | has been Contextual/own Criteria are
33¢40 - . - .
Some areas o] precisely knowledge of Explains the applied The answer is
G Level 5 but | selected and | the issuess reasons why throughout concise and well
—an T not across all| used to show | fully woveninto | they have andused to | structured to
ysIs, aspects OR ig understanding| discussion of different points | fully justify communicate a
explanation - . . . " -
. not concise | of the issues | the debate of view showing| the final clear, precise and
and evaluation . ; 5
of arquments debated in clear judgement logical argument
arguments the question understanding | of the throughout
High level 5: of argumentsof | sources
3 Ef 4 Oer’::Zrks., Most areas of the authors the
the debate andthe
Secure Level § . .
) are discussed changing nature
in many/all P
] through a of historical
areas. sustained debate
evaluative
argument
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What does coursework look like?

Belowis an exemplaresponses from Edexcdl.wasawarded40/40.
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Coursework resource record

P Level 3 Ad

Centre name:

Resources used.
The three works chosen for the

Candidate name:

assignment must be asterisked.

d GCE in History

Page/web
reference

Student comments

Student
date(s)
when
accessed

Teacher initials
and date resource
record checked

*Cobban, A., A History of
Modern France, Volume One
(Penguin, 1963)

pp. 162-
200

Argues that the shock dismantiement of the ancien regime
leads to many problems, such as the rise of extremist
factions to fill in the power vacuum, who would eventually
undo the system through their gradual phasing out of the
moderates, such as with the later self-denying ordinance.
Also argues that one factor for the fall of the constitutional
monarchy that began before it even started, was the lack
of experience of the deputies which caused a multitude of
problems, such as the political friction between the parties
they were not used to dealing with. Also argues that the
war was not just as a result of factional struggles, but of a
need to rectify a previous half century of humiliating
defeats.

1 will use this work as a core work, as it presents the lack
of experience argument for the downfall of the
constitutional monarchy.

16/09/2021

28/09/2021 TCHN

Doyle, W., The Execution of
Louis XVI and the End of the
French Monarchy, History
Review (March 2000)

pp. 21-24

Doyle presents several arguments for the reasons behind
Louis XVI's execution. He focuses on one in particular, the
long-term desacralisation of the monarchy that by the time
of the revolution the image of the monarchy was in such a
state to be challenged. However, he goes on to argue that
this alone is not adequate enough to explain Louis XVI's
death, instead that the reasons for the downfall of
Constitutional Monarchy was the Flight to Varennes, which
was in turn caused by the rejection of the Civil Constitution
of the Clergy. Thus argues that Canstitutional Monarchy
was not doomed from the outset.

1 will use this work as a supplementary work, as it does not
explore Doyle’s argument in the relatively short number of
pages such that I would be comfortable of it using it as a
core work, but it is useful nonetheless because of his
presentation of the desacralisation argument, even if he
does disagree.

22/08/2021

28/09/2021 TCHN

Aston, N., The French
Revolution 1789-1804:
Authority, Liberty, and the
Search for Stability (Palgrave
Macmillan, 2004)

pp. 9-30

Argues that the French Revolution was as a result of
medium-term issues, such as the political problems and
financial problems, and more so the ‘destabilising efforts
made to resolve them.’ Does recognise the fact that the
stress points in the French polity pre-dated the start of
Louis XV1's reign in 1774. Even more so, he strongly
argues the idea that it was a lack of initiative by both Louis
XV1 and his ministers that created the conditions for
constitutional monarchy, and its eventual failure. Argues
that the final blow was dealt with the impoesition of the Civil
Constitution of the Clergy, which forced Louls XVI and
much of the nobility to consider emigrating, or fleeing.

25/08/2021

28/09/2021 TCHN

I will use this work as a supplementary work rather than a
main work as it argues too much in favour of Louis XVI
being the downfall of the nation.

Rudé, G., The French
Revolution (Weidenfeld and
Nicholson, 1989)

pp. 71-79

Argues that a multitude of factors caused the downfall of
constitutional monarchy, but the flight to Varennes was the
most significant of all by indirectly contributing to the war
that ultimately dealt the final blow.

I will not use this work.

28/08/2021

28/09/2021 TCHN

Lewis, G., The French
Revolution: Rethinking the
Debate (Routledge, 1999)

pp. 24-41

Argues that France was too divided in its beliefs to permit a
non-violent transfer of power, or even a compromise in the
form of constitutional monarchy. The contradiction of the
revolution prevented many from forming groups that could
be dealt with through compromises, and thus none could
be made. Essentially implies the fact that the King was the
last bastion of ancien regime feudalism, and thus with the
modernisation of the country it was essential to remove
him also. Thus, argues that Constitutional Monarchy was
doomed from the outset.

I will use this work as a supplementary work as it is
especially useful when arguing the inherent contradiction of
the revolution.

27/08/2021

28/09/2021 TCHN

*Shapiro, B., The Case Against
the King, in McPhee, P (ed.), A
Companion to the French
Revolution (Blackwells, 2015)

pp. 107-
120

Initially refutes the idea that the reason for the
Constitutional Monarchy being doomed from the outset was
from the people; the deputies initially were on Louis XVI's
side, and the royal propagandists had laid the ground for a
democratic monarchy in the preceding decades. Rather he
argues, through Shapiro’s theory about traumatic politics,
Constitutional Monarchy fell because of the paternal
relationship dynamic between Louis XVI and the deputies,
which ultimately left Louis with much responsibility when it
came to his actions. This relationship only intensified the

23/08/2021

28/09/2021 TCHN
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divide between Louis XVI and the people when Louis XVI
let them down further. Also argues that it had the effect of
ousting the moderate propensities of the deputies.

1 will use this work as a core work as it provides another
lens to why the Constitutional Monarchy was doomed from
the outset.

Shapiro, B., Traumatic Politics:
The Deputies and the King in
the Early French Revolution
(The Pennsylvania State
University Press, 2009)

pp. 162-
184

Shapiro continues his argument about ‘traumatic politics’,
while also refuting other arguments, such as the
“desacralisation” argument through looking at events such
as the suspensive veto granted to the King by the deputies.
1 will use this work as a supplementary work, as it only
continues the ideas of the previous Shapiro work, while
focussing too much on what happens after the imposition
of constitutional monarchy that does not benefit me much
more than Shapiro’s first work about Traumatic Politics.

23/09/2021

28/09/2021 TCHN

Tackett, T., When the King Took
Flight (Harvard University
Press, 2003)

pp. 219-
223

Argues that the Flight to Varennes was the turning point in
the survival of the Constitutional Monarchy, and that it was
not doomed from the outset. Argues that it would have
worked it Louis XVI had given his full support, all pretences
of which were abandoned on the night he fled. Argues that
the deputies had managed to work out a situation in which
social and political unrest was reduced, and that all was
needed was the King’s support, but his choice to flee the
country ruined it all.

1 will use this work as a supplementary work, as it is a
useful example of a direct contradiction to the idea that
Constitutional Monarchy was doomed from the outset.

12/08/2021

28/09/2021 TCHN

Hardman, J., Louis XVI and the
French Revolution, History
Review (September 1996)

pp. 37-42

Argues that previous kings such as Louis XIV and Louis XV
set in stone the prerequisites for a disloyal nobility, and
Louis XVI only sparked it. This in turn set of the chain of

events, and eventual loss of control of the revolution from

25/08/2021

28/09/2021 TCHN

the first estate to the third. Argues that Louis XVI on the
whole is not as incompetent and indecisive as many believe
him to be, but still argues that he should not be made out
‘to be a saint’. Also argues that the lack of trust following
the decades of perceived royal despotism and failure on
Louis XVI's part to show leadership on the matter of the
Estates-General voting agreement produced ‘a sense of
betrayal and (after Louis brought up troops, though their
orders were strictly defensive) fear and a thirst for
vengeance.’ Since Louis XVI was given a tough situation
from the start in which he had no part in the Constitution,
‘save for a choice of acceptance or rejection, which would
lead to his abdication and possibly death’, Hardman argues
that this situation forced the subsequent events such as the
October Days and Flight to Varennes to occur. Also argues
that governance under the Constitution was made to be too
gridlocked, and therefore caused Constitutional Monarchy
to fail. Finally argues that Constitutional Monarchy would
not have failed in the case that Louis XVI's cousin took the
throne, as many of the issues with the Constitutional
Monarchy such as legitimacy and popularity would have
been solved, though counters that with the idea that Louis
XVI would have never allowed that to happen.

1 will not use this work - while it does have the same worth
as many of my full works, it argues the Louis XVI point of
view of doomed from the outset, which I am not focusing
on.

*Furet, F., Revolutionary
France, 1770-1880 (Wiley,
1995)

pp- 95-116

Argues along the lines of a contradiction placed within the
revolution, of the fact that there was essentially a
republican constitution while maintaining a King. Important
to note that he makes the important distinction between
the civil revolution and the political revolution, as he makes

25/09/2021

28/09/2021 TCHN

the case that the civil revolution was widely backed by all
(1789) while the topics on for debate in the political
revolution starkly divided the country to the extent that the
compromise of constitutional monarchy would eventually
be undermined. Implied through his argument that war
was inevitable, as the gridlock conflict resulting from the
constitution created a situation in which both sides (the
Monarchists and Republicans) wanted war in order to oust
the other.

1 will use this work as a core work as it presents an
important argument for a contradiction within the
revolution as a reason for the failure of the constitutional
Monarchy.

Rudé, G., The Crowd in the
French Revolution (Oxford
University Press, 1959)

pp. 61-112

Rudé argues that the crowd as a political force directly
causes the downfall of the constitutional monarchy, as a
result of a combination of economic and political factors
that led to popular discontent with the state of the
Constitutional Monarchy and the development of the crowd
as a political force.

1 will use this as a supplementary work as it is a useful
alternative argument that proposes that economic failures
caused discontent, which I will use to contrast against the
solely political arguments of my core works.

16/02/2022

13/03/2022 TCHN
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What are interpretations?

What is an interpretation?

Interpretations are the works of historians who have produced academic works that are
relevant to the topic

Students must use interpretations in their coursewcorkese should be substantial works
where a distinct scholarly interpretation is presented. Generally speaking, these works will
use evidence and the work of other historians in advancing arguments and reaching
conclusions about the topic.

Students must refer, in their assignment,ttoee main worksrelevant to the chosen

guestion, problem or issue. The three works should meet the following criteria:

w They should be substantial enough to support the assignment, and it is recommended
that they are of article or chapter length. A work may include more than one chapter
FNRBY | KAAG2NARAIyQa 06221 AF FLIWINRBLNAF(IS® ¢ K.
verylong academic works can make it much more challenging for students to get to
IANR LA 6AGK GKS KA&AG2NAlFIyaQ | NBdzYSydao

w They can be in hard copy, electronic or audigual format, but must be created by

historians (each work must be by a different historian).

The works may be from different time periods or may be contemporary to each other.

The works should contain interpretations that together contain a range of views or

emphases. These may differ in focus, methodology and/or perspective, but must be

sufficiently different for the student to be able to make valid comparisons and
judgements Additionally, it is not permitted for any of the three works to be passages
used by the teacher in the skiltased course of study.

€ e

Once your proposal is submitted, your teacher will check that your chaseks meet the
requirements and provide sufficient evidence fauto make a satisfactory response to the
guestion.Please keep in mind that|taough teachers are responsible for ensuring that the
choice of works is appropriate for the coursework, students are required to exercise
individual judgement over the choice of works.

Who counts as a historian?

{GdzRSy1aQ OK2aSy ¢2N] & Ydzad o0S &adz atisl yGAFT S
recommended that they are of article or chapter lengtfihey may be in hard copy,

electronic or audievisual format but the specification indicates that thewyst be created

by historians.

For example, an interpretation created for television by a historian recognised in the
relevant field and with the historian given in the writing credits may be used. An article by

29



A Level History Coursework Guide 202626[9HI10/04]

an historian foran A Levepublication may be used, as well as one published in a scholarly
journal, but a school textbook, distilling the views of historians, may not.

Popular hstorians such as Andrew Mamay be suitable if they present a distinct scholarly
interpretation ¢ as additional works rather than one of the three main waghsut if you are
unsure, it is best teheck with thethe advisory service.

One test is whether the work is appropriately referenced and draws on the work of other
historians in advancing arguments and reaching conclusions rather than being a personal
account. If the chapter of a book is jointly written and both the authors acegaised
KAaU2NARlFyasr GKSYy (GKA& g2dAZ R O2dzyd +Fa | aAay3ft

If students wish to use multiple works by the same author for their coursework this would

y20 O02dzyd | & Y 2Rd8celfo&shdyise2hyt Studehis 2idéedh@mberent
KAal2NARLFya F2NJ GKSANI YFEAY GKNBS 2Nj1ad { GdNRC
GASs O2yiGFrAYSR Ay | aAy3atS LldzmfAaKSR LASOS:
advise just using whichever of the publications is most contrastitlethve other two main

works.

It would still be possible to refer to their other publicationssapplementary readingf

they offer additional significant comment. Students could use a book review as an

interpretation, provided that it is written by an historian, and it contains and argument that

Oy Of SINI& 06S FOGGNROdzGSR (2 (krSoudegeh Sg | dzi K
adzLJLJX SYSYGFNE g2N] > a GKS FdziK2NDa 2¢y | NB
work. Journalists, policy experts, military experts etc are mikay to be sources of

evidence than interpretations of history.

If you are writing about a political historical debate, it is important that you check that
your chosen work is not written by a political scientigbolitician or journalist. An easy

way to check thisis to look up their degreeg if they have a History degree, then they are

an historian.If they have a degree in Politics/International Relatidtwlitical Science, it is
likely that the advisory service will not approve the chosen work because they are not an
historian.

tKS OK2aSy 62N]la Ydzad SylroftS addzRSyda G2 SEL
exercise in exploring the views of figures who lived through, and have their opinions on or
were themselves involved and influential in, the event being investigatedk@yhéning to
consider is what opportunity the work provides to explore the views of historians. For
example, if they evaluate a work by calling into question its findings and arguments, when
the work itself was a personal view, or was never an appropseat®larly work, then that
undermines the purpose of the coursework and their opportunities to get to grips with the
basis of differing views amongst historians.

We would advise against usihgstorians who are writing in a foreign languagell Q& RA FTFA O
for the teacher and the moderator to get a sense of the debate otherwise. Any citations

from the works should be translated and students should be reminded of their responsibility

to represent the views contained within them accurately. Teas should only permit the
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use of foreigdanguage works if they are confident that it will not disadvantage the student,
since teachers may not be able to discern any misconceptions in any preliminary discussion
of the suitability of the chosen works to present different views.

Historianswriting during the same time period as your chosen topic/question would not
count as an interpretationsHistorians writing around the time would normally be used as
sourcexontemporary to the period, rather than as the work of a historidowever, a
nineteenth-century historian reflecting on the medieval period would of course be
appropriate; they do not have to be twentietbr twenty-first-century writers.

The key is whether the work is appropriately referenced and draws on the work of other
historians in advancing arguments and reaching conclusions, rather than being a personal
account. In the case of more modern topics, from the late twentieth centuryexample,

the historian should be writing sufficiently long afterwards to be sure the work is primarily
the product of historical research rather than of personal experience. As a rule of thumb, at
least a decade might be thought appropriate for some higlalisto be applied.

Can we all choose the same three works?

It is not allowed [by Edexcel] for all students in the same cohort to use the same three

works. It may be that individual students within a cohort end up choosing the same three

works; however, Edexcel would expect to see evidence in the student's reseaarel

sheet that a range of resources has been consulted and that the students have
AYRSLISYRSyi(te aStSOGSR (GUKS KAAG2NRAIYaQ ¢g2NJ a
Students should be selecting their work on an individual basis and the purptse of

example question booklas only to provide students with a range of works from which to

choose, not to direct them to categories or groups of resourf@y. works usedas

examples by your teacher canndte usedas one of the three works or the required

supplementary reading.

2 KFad FNB WadzLlX SYSY Gl NBE g2NJ] aqQ

Although the three interpretations form the basis of the coursework, students must
undertakesupplementary reading of at least two further worksrhis is to assist in their
evaluation of the main works and in forming their own view about the interpretation under
discussion. Supplementary reading will also help with choosing the three works to focus on
for detailed analysis and evaluatidn. practice, it is a good idea to look at the work of five

to six authors before narrowing down the choice to the thraehich will form the focus of

the coursework.The supplementary reading, along with the three interpretations, should

be logged in the coursework documentatidre. The Resource Record

2 KIa | NBE HsboQ@dR20KR RE FdZ2 K0 Q

Historiography is thetudy of how history has been written the methods, approaches,
and perspectives historians use to interpret the p&#cause historians often disagree with
each other, over time,chools ofthought/history have emergedwhere historians group
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themselves by principle€ 2 NJ SEI YLX S5 WA Bardhe'thak Hitlgthad dléng Q KA &
term plan for the Holocaust, where&s¥ dzy” O (5@ 21y NH de3Haldckustiias ok S

planned from the beginning and instead emerged gradwsglp consequence of Nazi

bureaucracy anevartime conditonsaW3d @ Yy i KS&aA a i Q DNIIWYRRSNI 6§SQ ¢
I 2YY2y WaKOWKa2(iedt NiER (2 BighGbxrR S WNEB OA 4 A ¥ E RENIT AR YR = WL,
but it will depend on the debate.

Whilst awareness of these debates are helpfutontextualising your chosen works, Edexcel

have confirmed thatis not necessary for students to name or understand schools of history

as part of their analysis and evaluation of the interpretation&hen writingyour response,

you should focusgyour analysis of the views in the chosen works and the differences

between them, rather than in trying to link them to a particular schdotommon mistake

Ad OGKIFG addzRSyiGa az2yYSiAYSa tAy]l KAAG2NAIlIyYyaQ
identifying that a historian has a revisionist perspective, but without explaining why this

affects the validity of their interpretation.Whilst a considered evaluation of the

significance of the historiographical perspective of a work to the argument being made

could ke valid to the enquiry, and therefore could be awarded marks within the mark

scheme, focusing on the views within the works and the differences between them is

generally a better approach for most students.

Similarly,ii A& y20G ySOSaal NE T2 Nihethddombygayg pattof the RA & Oc
evaluation of interpretations. The coursework question asks students to analyse the ways
interpretations differ, to explain these differences and evaluate the arguments as well as
presenting their own view. Methodology may be a useful cidte by which to judge the
interpretations, but this will depend on the works chosen and it is not a requirement.

How do | analyse and evaluate historical interpretations?

The followings an abridgedjuide from Edexcel about interpretations at A Level:
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/History/2015/teaching
andlearningmaterials/A_level History interpretations gquidance_abridged.pdf
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